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0��ß�����†���”�����ó�����;���������������������Ÿ�����������¨�%���The Multiracial 
Movement of the 
1990s��¡�����&���������&�������������Ÿ����������� �z���A�f�t�e�r� �C�e�n�s�u�s� 
�1�9�9�0�,� �a� �s�m�a�l�l� �s�o�c�i�a�l� �m�o�v�e�m�e�n�t� �d�e�v�e�l�o�p�e�d� 
�c�a�l�l�i�n�g� �f�o�r� �a� �f�u�n�d�a�m�e�n�t�a�l� �c�h�a�n�g�e� �i�n� �t�h�e� 
�w�a�y� �t�h�e� �g�o�v�e�r�n�m�e�n�t� �c�a�t�e�g�o�r�i�z�e�d� �p�e�o�p�l�e� 
�b�y� �r�a�c�e�.�����R�a�t�h�e�r� �t�h�a�n� �f�o�r�c�i�n�g� �p�e�r�s�o�n�s� 
�t�o� �i�d�e�n�t�i�f�y� �w�i�t�h� �o�n�e� �s�i�n�g�l�e� �r�a�c�e� �o�n�l�y�,� 
�t�h�e�y� �i�n�s�i�s�t�e�d� �u�p�o�n� �t�h�e� �a�d�d�i�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �a� �� 
M�u�l�t�i�p�l�e� �R�a�c�e�s��  �c�a�t�e�g�o�r�y�.�����S�o�m�e� �l�e�a�d�i�n�g� 
�a�d�v�o�c�a�t�e�s� �o�f� �t�h�i�s� �c�h�a�n�g�e� �w�e�r�e� �w�h�i�t�e� 
�w�o�m�e�n� �m�a�r�r�i�e�d� �t�o� �A�f�r�i�c�a�n�-�A�m�e�r�i�c�a�n� �m�e�n� 
�w�h�o� �f�o�u�n�d� �t�h�a�t� �t�h�e�i�r� �c�h�i�l�d�r�e�n� �w�e�r�e� 
�a�l�m�o�s�t� �a�l�w�a�y�s� �c�l�a�s�s�i�f�i�e�d� �a�s� �b�l�a�c�k� �b�y� 
�t�h�o�s�e� �w�h�o� �c�o�l�l�e�c�t�e�d� �s�t�a�t�i�s�t�i�c�a�l� �d�a�t�a� �o�r� 
�t�a�b�u�l�a�t�e�d� �p�e�r�s�o�n�s� �b�y� �r�a�c�e�.� �S�e�e�:� �K�i�m� �M�.� 
�W�i�l�l�i�a�m�s�,� �M�a�r�k� �O�n�e� �o�r� �M�o�r�e� �C�i�v�i�l� �R�i�g�h�t�s� 
�i�n� �M�u�l�t�i�r�a�c�i�a�l� �A�m�e�r�i�c�a���¡�x���Œ�����h���
 �È���������������ƒ�����h��� �È���������������-�����h���
 �È�����ó�����������������������4�����������������������ó�����<������������
���������Ÿ����������� �j���T�h�e� �G�o�v�e�r�n�m�e�n�t�� s� �R�e�s�p�o�n�s�e� 
�t�o� �t�h�e� �M�u�l�t�i�r�a�c�i�a�l� 
�M�o�v�e�m�e�n�t���¡�����6���������6�������������Ÿ�����������¨�V���Congressman 
Tom Sawyer held congressional hearings in 1993 giving advocates a public 
platform for their arguments��An increasing number of small advocacy groups 
called for the addition of multiracial as a race category including 
organizations of mixed race couples and campus groups of mixed race 
individuals.��Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich recognized that control of 
Congress in the early the 21st century would depend upon how districts were 
drawn using Census 2000 data.  He advocated adding a multiracial category to the 
census, perhaps because of a belief that this would make it more difficult to 
use racial data to draw districts likely to elect Democrats.��Late in the 
decade, Ward Connerly joined the movement, perhaps because of a belief that 
large multiracial population might make the implementation of affirmative action 
more difficult.��¡�8���W�����h��� �È�����‘����������������� 
�����-�Ä�������������ó�����=���������������������Ÿ�����������¨�$���Census Bureau 
Tests in the Mid-
1990s��¡�����%���������%�������������Ÿ����������� �ò���R�e�c�o�g�n�i�z�i�n�g� 
�t�h�e� �s�t�r�e�n�g�t�h� �o�f� �t�h�e� �s�m�a�l�l� �m�u�l�t�i�r�a�c�i�a�l� 
�m�o�v�e�m�e�n�t�,� �t�h�e� �O�f�f�i�c�e� �o�f� �M�a�n�a�g�e�m�e�n�t� �a�n�d� 
�t�h�e� �B�u�d�g�e�t� �i�n� �1�9�9�3� �r�e�o�p�e�n�e�d� �t�h�e� 
�q�u�e�s�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �h�o�w� �t�h�e� �f�e�d�e�r�a�l� �s�t�a�t�i�s�t�i�c�a�l� 
�s�y�s�t�e�m� �c�l�a�s�s�i�f�i�e�s� �p�e�r�s�o�n�s� �b�y� �r�a�c�e�.�����T�h�e� 
�C�e�n�s�u�s� �B�u�r�e�a�u� �c�o�n�d�u�c�t�e�d� �s�e�v�e�r�a�l� �t�e�s�t�s� 
�o�f� �i�n�s�t�r�u�m�e�n�t�s� �t�h�a�t� �i�n�c�l�u�d�e�d� �� M�u�l�t�i�p�l�e� 
�r�a�c�e��  �a�s� �i�f� �i�t� �w�e�r�e� �a� �r�a�c�e�.� � �O�t�h�e�r� 
�t�e�s�t�s� �g�a�v�e� �r�e�s�p�o�n�d�e�n�t�s� �t�h�e� �o�p�t�i�o�n� �o�f� 
�i�d�e�n�t�i�f�y�i�n�g� �w�i�t�h� �m�o�r�e� �t�h�a�n� �o�n�e� 
�r�a�c�e�.�����T�h�e� �C�e�n�s�u�s� �B�u�r�e�a�u� �t�e�s�t�s� 
�s�u�g�g�e�s�t�e�d� �t�h�a�t� �n�o� �m�o�r�e� �t�h�a�n� �a�b�o�u�t� �1�.�5� 
�p�e�r�c�e�n�t� �o�f� �t�h�e� �p�o�p�u�l�a�t�i�o�n� �w�o�u�l�d� 
�i�d�e�n�t�i�f�y� �w�i�t�h� �� M�u�l�t�i�p�l�e� �r�a�c�e��  �o�r� �s�e�l�e�c�t� 
�a� �s�e�c�o�n�d� �r�a�c�e� �i�f� �g�i�v�e�n� �t�h�e� �o�p�t�i�o�n� �t�o� �d�o� 
�s�o�.�����C�i�v�i�l� �r�i�g�h�t�s� �a�d�v�o�c�a�c�y� �o�r�g�a�n�i�z�a�t�i�o�n� 
�o�r�i�g�i�n�a�l�l�y� �s�t�r�o�n�g�l�y� �o�p�p�o�s�e�d� �a� �c�h�a�n�g�e� �i�n� 
�t�h�e� �r�a�c�e� �q�u�e�s�t�i�o�n� �f�e�a�r�i�n�g� �a� �l�o�s�s� �o�f� 



�n�u�m�b�e�r�s� �b�u�t� �C�e�n�s�u�s� �B�u�r�e�a�u� �f�i�n�d�i�n�g�s� �l�e�d� 
�t�h�e�m� �t�o� �d�a�m�p�e�n� �t�h�e�i�r� �o�p�p�o�s�i�t�i�o�n� �t�o� �a� 
�c�h�a�n�g�e�.���¡�*���ú�����h���
 �È�����Z�ù�����������������������ó�����>�����������-���������Ÿ�����������¨
�:���The Crucial Decisions of the Office of Management & 
Budget��¡�����;���������;�������������Ÿ����������� �À���I�n� �1�9�9�7�,� �O�M�B� 
�r�u�l�e�d�:��� �t�h�a�t�,� �f�o�r� �p�u�r�p�o�s�e�s� �o�f� �f�e�d�e�r�a�l� 
�s�t�a�t�i�s�t�i�c�s�,� �A�m�e�r�i�c�a�n� �m�a�y� �i�d�e�n�t�i�f�y� �w�i�t�h� 
�f�i�v�e� �m�a�j�o�r� �r�a�c�e�s�:� � � � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
�W�h�i�t�e��� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �B�l�a�c�k� �o�r� �A�f�r�i�c�a�n� 
�A�m�e�r�i�c�a�n� �o�r� �N�e�g�r�o��� � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
�A�m�e�r�i�c�a�n� �I�n�d�i�a�n� �o�r� �A�l�a�s�k�a�n� �N�a�t�i�v�e��� � � � � � 
� � � � � � � � �A�s�i�a�n��� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �N�a�t�i�v�e� 
�H�a�w�a�i�i�a�n� �o�r� �O�t�h�e�r� �P�a�c�i�f�i�c� 
�I�s�l�a�n�d�e�r�����C�e�n�s�u�s� �2�0�0�0� �a�n�d� �s�u�b�s�e�q�u�e�n�t� 
�f�e�d�e�r�a�l� �s�t�a�t�i�s�t�i�c�a�l� �d�o�c�u�m�e�n�t�s� �m�u�s�t� 
�a�l�l�o�w� �i�n�d�i�v�i�d�u�a�l�s� �t�o� �i�d�e�n�t�i�f�y� �w�i�t�h� �a�s� 
�m�a�n�y� �o�f� �t�h�e� �m�a�j�o�r� �r�a�c�e�s� �a�s� �t�h�e�y� 
�w�i�s�h�.�����C�e�n�s�u�s� �2�0�0�0� �r�e�c�e�i�v�e�d� �a�n� 
�e�x�e�m�p�t�i�o�n� �t�o� �i�n�c�l�u�d�e� �� S�o�m�e� �O�t�h�e�r� �R�a�c�e��  
�a�s� �a� �m�a�j�o�r� �r�a�c�e�����C�e�n�s�u�s� �2�0�0�0� �a�n�d� 
�s�u�b�s�e�q�u�e�n�t� �f�e�d�e�r�a�l� �s�t�a�t�i�s�t�i�c�a�l� 
�d�o�c�u�m�e�n�t�s� �m�u�s�t� �i�n�c�l�u�d�e� �a� �d�i�c�h�o�t�o�m�o�u�s� 
�q�u�e�s�t�i�o�n� �t�o� �i�d�e�n�t�i�f�y� �t�h�e� �S�p�a�n�i�s�h�-�o�r�i�g�i�n� 
�p�o�p�u�l�a�t�i�o�n�.�����S�p�a�n�i�s�h�-�o�r�i�g�i�n� �o�r� 
�H�i�s�p�a�n�c�i�t�y� �i�s� �a�n� �e�t�h�n�i�c�,� �n�o�t� �a� �r�a�c�i�a�l�,� 
�i�d�e�n�t�i�f�i�c�a�t�i�o�n���¡�Z���������������_�����h���
 �È�����Á�����³�����Ø�����������������¬�����h���
 �È�����á�������������ó�����9���������������������ó�����@����������� 
���������Ÿ�����������¨�4���The Changing Racial Composition of the United 
States��¡�����5���������5�������������Ÿ�����������¨�ª���The previous figure 
shows the changing racial composition of this country.   Changes result 
from:��Shifts in census procedures.  In 1950, enumerators assigned race.  By 
1970 most households filled out their own census questionnaire.  Respondents 
identified their own race. ��The racial categories have changed.  Since 1980, 
many specific  
Asian and Pacific Islander groups have been specifically listed.��The population 
of the US changed, especially after 1968 with the arrival of immigrants from 
Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Latin America.��The introduction of the option 
to identify with more than one race led to the identification of a substantial 
multiple race population.��¡�-���«�����h���
 �È�����«�������������ó�����A�����������!���������Ÿ�����������¨�����Census 
2000 Results��¡�����������������������������Ÿ����������� �– ��C�e�n�s�u�s� 
�2�0�0�0� �f�o�u�n�d� �t�h�a�t� �o�n�e� �A�m�e�r�i�c�a�n� �i�n� �4�0�,� 
�t�h�a�t� �i�s�,� �2�.�5� �p�e�r�c�e�n�t�,� �i�d�e�n�t�i�f�i�e�d� �w�i�t�h� 
�t�w�o� �o�r� �m�o�r�e� �r�a�c�e�s�.�����T�h�e� �m�u�l�t�i�r�a�c�i�a�l� 
�m�o�v�e�m�e�n�t� �d�i�d� �n�o�t� �w�r�e�s�t�l�e� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� 
�c�o�n�s�e�q�u�e�n�c�e�s� �o�f� �h�a�v�i�n�g� �� S�o�m�e� �O�t�h�e�r� �R�a�c�e��  
�l�i�s�t�e�d� �a�s� �t�h�e� �s�i�x�t�h� �m�a�j�o�r� �r�a�c�e�.�����M�a�n�y� 
�r�e�s�p�o�n�d�e�n�t�s� �i�n� �2�0�0�0� �w�r�o�t�e� �a� �t�e�r�m� �f�o�r� 
�t�h�e�i�r� �r�a�c�e� �i�n� �t�h�e� �b�o�x� �f�o�r� �� S�o�m�e� �O�t�h�e�r� 
�R�a�c�e�.��  �I�f� �a� �p�e�r�s�o�n� �w�r�o�t�e� �a� �w�o�r�d� �o�r� 
�p�h�r�a�s�e� �i�n�d�i�c�a�t�i�n�g� �a� �S�p�a�n�i�s�h� �o�r�i�g�i�n�,� 
�t�h�e�y� �w�e�r�e� �c�l�a�s�s�i�f�i�e�d� �a�s� �� S�o�m�e� �O�t�h�e�r� 
�R�a�c�e�.��  �I�f� �t�h�e�y� �w�r�o�t�e� �a� �t�e�r�m� �s�u�c�h� �a�s� 
�I�r�i�s�h� �o�r� �I�b�o�,� �t�h�e� �C�e�n�s�u�s� �B�u�r�e�a�u� 
�d�e�t�e�r�m�i�n�e�d� �w�h�e�t�h�e�r� �7�0� �p�e�r�c�e�n�t� �o�f� �m�o�r�e� 



�o�f� �t�h�o�s�e� �w�h�o� �w�r�o�t�e� �t�h�a�t� �t�e�r�m� �a�s� �t�h�e�i�r� 
�a�n�c�e�s�t�r�y� �i�n� �C�e�n�s�u�s� �1�9�9�0� �i�d�e�n�t�i�f�i�e�d� �w�i�t�h� 
�o�n�e� �m�a�j�o�r� �r�a�c�e�.� � �I�f� �s�o�,� �p�e�r�s�o�n�s� �u�s�i�n�g� 
�t�h�a�t� �p�h�r�a�s�e� �i�n� �C�e�n�s�u�s� �2�0�0�0� �w�e�r�e� 
�c�l�a�s�s�i�f�i�e�d� �i�n�t�o� �t�h�e� �a�p�p�r�o�p�r�i�a�t�e� �m�a�j�o�r� 
�r�a�c�e�;� �e�.� �g�.�,� �I�r�i�s�h� �t�o� �w�h�i�t�e�.� � �I�f� �f�e�w�e�r� 
�t�h�a�n� �7�0� �p�e�r�c�e�n�t� �w�r�i�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �t�e�r�m� �a�s� �a�n� 
�a�n�c�e�s�t�r�y� �i�n� �1�9�9�0� �i�d�e�n�t�i�f�i�e�d� �w�i�t�h� �o�n�e� 
�m�a�j�o�r� �r�a�c�e�,� �t�h�e� �i�n�d�i�v�i�d�u�a�l� �w�a�s� 
�c�l�a�s�s�i�f�i�e�d� �a�s� �� S�o�m�e� �O�t�h�e�r� �R�a�c�e��  �i�n� 
�2�0�0�0�.�����9�7�.�1� �%� �o�f� �t�h�o�s�e� �i�n� �t�h�e� �� S�o�m�e� 
�O�t�h�e�r� �R�a�c�e��  �c�a�t�e�g�o�r�y� �a�f�t�e�r� �C�e�n�s�u�s� 
�B�u�r�e�a�u� �e�d�i�t�i�n�g� �i�n� �2�0�0�0� � �i�d�e�n�t�i�f�i�e�d� 
�t�h�e�m�s�e�l�v�e�s� �a�s� �S�p�a�n�i�s�h� �o�r� �H�i�s�p�a�n�i�c�.� � �T�h�e� 
�� S�o�m�e� �O�t�h�e�r� �R�a�c�e��  �g�r�o�u�p� �i�s� �a�l�m�o�s�t� 
�e�x�c�l�u�s�i�v�e�l�y� �c�o�m�p�o�s�e�d� �o�f� �H�i�s�p�a�n�i�c�s�.�����I�f� 
�y�o�u� �e�x�c�l�u�d�e� �t�h�o�s�e� �o�f� �S�p�a�n�i�s�h�-� �o�r�i�g�i�n�,� 
�y�o�u� �f�i�n�d� �t�h�a�t� �2� �p�e�r�c�e�n�t� �o�f� �A�m�e�r�i�c�a�n�s� �i�n� 
�C�e�n�s�u�s� �2�0�0�0� �i�d�e�n�t�i�f�i�e�d� �w�i�t�h� �t�w�o� �o�r� �m�o�r�e� 
�r�a�c�e�s�.���¡� ���Ì�����h���
 �È�����Z�Ì�������������ó�����B�����������"���������Ÿ�����������¨�4���The 
Anticipated Growth of the Multiracial 
Population��¡�����5���������5�������������Ÿ����������� �¸���F�o�l�l�o�w�i�n�g� 
�C�e�n�s�u�s� �2�0�0�0�,� �m�o�s�t� �o�b�s�e�r�v�e�r�s� �e�x�p�e�c�t�e�d� �a� 
�g�r�o�w�t�h� �o�f� �t�h�e� �m�u�l�t�i�r�a�c�i�a�l� �p�o�p�u�l�a�t�i�o�n� 
�f�o�r� �s�e�v�e�r�a�l� �r�e�a�s�o�n�s�:�����C�o�n�t�i�n�u�e�d� 
�i�m�m�i�g�r�a�t�i�o�n� �l�e�a�d�s� �t�o� �m�o�r�e� �r�a�c�i�a�l� 
�d�i�v�e�r�s�i�t�y� �i�n� �t�h�e� �U�S�A�����A�n�e�c�d�o�t�a�l� �a�n�d� 
�c�o�n�v�i�n�c�i�n�g� �d�e�m�o�g�r�a�p�h�i�c� �e�v�i�d�e�n�c�e� 
�i�n�d�i�c�a�t�e�d� �a�n� �i�n�c�r�e�a�s�e� �i�n� �i�n�t�e�r�r�a�c�i�a�l� 
�m�a�r�r�i�a�g�e�s�.�����A�n� �g�r�o�w�i�n�g� �p�e�r�c�e�n�t� �o�f� �t�h�e� 
�n�a�t�i�o�n�� s� �c�h�i�l�d�r�e�n� �l�i�v�e� �i�n� �m�a�r�r�i�e�d� 
�c�o�u�p�l�e�s� �f�a�m�i�l�i�e�s� �i�n� �w�h�i�c�h� �t�h�e� �m�o�t�h�e�r� 
�a�n�d� �f�a�t�h�e�r� �d�i�f�f�e�r� �b�y� �r�a�c�e�.�����T�h�e�r�e� �w�a�s� 
�a�n� �a�p�p�a�r�e�n�t� �i�n�c�r�e�a�s�e� �i�n� �t�h�e� �n�u�m�b�e�r� �o�f� 
�p�r�o�m�i�n�e�n�t� �A�m�e�r�i�c�a�n�s� �w�h�o� �a�r�e� �m�u�l�t�i�r�a�c�i�a�l� 
�i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �T�i�g�e�r� �W�o�o�d�s�,� �D�e�r�e�k� �J�e�t�e�r�,� 
�H�a�l�l�e� �B�e�r�r�y�,� �a�n�d� �B�e�y�o�n�c�e�����T�h�e� 
�m�u�l�t�i�r�a�c�i�a�l� �m�o�v�e�m�e�n�t� �a�p�p�e�a�r�e�d� �h�e�a�l�t�h�y� 
�a�n�d� �p�o�i�s�e�d� �t�o� �g�r�o�w�.���¡�-���]�����h���
 �È�����]�������������ó�����C�����������#���������Ÿ�����������¨�,���Trends 
in Interracial Marriage: 1950 to 2004��¡�����-���������-
�������������Ÿ�����������¨�>���The following three figures show trends in 
interracial marriage for non-Hispanic whites, blacks, American Indians and 
Asians.  Data are shown for person who married shortly before the enumeration, 
e. g. under age 30.��There is an unambiguous secular trend toward higher rates 
of interracial marriage for whites, blacks and American Indians. (see Lee & 
Edmonston, 2005)��Asian women are an exception.  Because of the rapid growth of 
the Asian population, Asian women have an increasingly large pool of Asian men 
to marry.��Among both native born and immigrant Asian women, the current secular 
trend is toward more racially homogenous marriages.��Blacks and whites 
increasingly intermarriage,  By the start of this millennium, about one black 
man in 7 who married had a white wife.  Black women are increasingly marrying 
white men.���¡� ���?�����h���
 �È�����Z�?�������������ó�����6���������������������ó�����5����������������
�����ó�����+���������������������ó�����D�����������$���������Ÿ�����������¨�/���C
hildren in Interracial Marriages: 1950 to 



2004��¡�����0���������0�������������Ÿ�����������¨�����The following figure shows 
the percent of children under age 18 who lived in married couple families in 
which the husband and wife differed in race.��In 1950, only 2 children per 1,000 
had parents who differed in race.��Due to changes in immigration, more 
interracial marriage, shifts in census procedure and changing racial 
identifications; by 1980, 2 percent of children in married couple families had 
parents who differed in race.��By 2000, about one child in seven who lived in a 
married couple family had parents who differed in race.��¡�(���������h���
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�������������ó���������������������������ó���������������������������ó����������
������� 
���������ó�����



���������������������ó�����������������



���������ó���������������������������ó���������������������������ó��������������
���



���������ó���������������������������ó���������������������������ó�����E��������
���%���������Ÿ�����������¨�����Conclusion and 
Speculations��¡�����������������������������Ÿ�����������¨�-���New large sample 
surveys report that the percent of whites, blacks, American Indians and Asians 
who go on to identify with a second race decreased from 2000 to 
2005.��Individuals who identify with a Spanish origin increasingly use a 
Hispanic term as their only race.  Fewer Hispanics, now than in the past, claim 
to be simultaneously white and Hispanic by race.��For many persons, filling out 
a governmental statistical form is not seen as an occasion to proclaim the 
components of their identify or heritage.  Rather it is a bureaucratic task to 
be discharged as rapidly as possible.��Just before Census 2000, a small but 
potent social movement promoted multiracial identification.  Tiger Woods 
described his complicated racial background on the Orphry Winfrey program and 
the President of the United States proudly stressed his multiracial identity.  
That movement faded and fewer people now identify simultaneously with two or 
more races.��¡� ���®�����h��� �È�����Z�®�������������ó�����-
�������������������/�ð�������ó�����-���������������������ó�����-
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