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Tom Sawyer held congressional hearings in 1993 giving advocates a public
platform for their arguments[//An increasing number of small advocacy groups
called for the addition of multiracial as a race category including
organizations of mixed race couples and campus groups of mixed race
individuals.lllSpeaker of the House Newt Gingrich recognized that control of
Congress in the early the 21st century would depend upon how districts were
drawn using Census 2000 data. He advocated adding a multiracial category to the
census, perhaps because of a belief that this would make it more difficult to
use racial data to draw districts likely to elect Democrats.[lJLate in the
decade, Ward Connerly joined the movement, perhaps because of a belief that
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shows the changing racial composition of this country. Changes result
from:[JShifts in census procedures. In 1950, enumerators assigned race. By
1970 most households filled out their own census questionnaire. Respondents
identified their own race. [lJThe racial categories have changed. Since 1980,
many specific
Asian and Pacific Islander groups have been specifically listed.[l[lThe population
of the US changed, especially after 1968 with the arrival of immigrants from
Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Latin America.[JJThe introduction of the option
to identify with more than one race led to the identification of a substantial
multiple race population.Ul; -« ThOC
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described his complicated racial background on the Orphry Winfrey program and
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